THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

of giving worldly advice, receiving promiscuous
sitters, and answering comic or frivolous questions.
If in such circumstances both their powers and their
character were to deteriorate, it would not surprise
any experienced Spiritualist. They deserved no
better, though their age and ignorance furnished an
excuse.

To realize their position one has to remember that
they were little more than children, poorly educated,
and quite ignorant of the philosophy of the subject.
When a man like Dr. Kane assured Margaret that it
was very wrong, he was only saying what was dinned
into her ears from every quarter, including half the
pulpits of New York. Probably she had an uneasy
feeling that it was wrong, without in the least knowing
why, and this may account for the fact that she does
not seem to remonstrate with him for his suspicions.
Indeed, we may admit that au jond Kane was right,
and that the proceedings were in some ways unjusti-
fiable. At that time they were very unvenal them-
selves, and had they used their gift, as D. D. Home
used his, with no relation to worldly things, and for
the purpose only of proving immortality and consoling
the afflicted, then, indeed, they would have been above
criticism. He was wrong in doubting their gift, but
right in looking askance at some examples of their
use of it.

In some ways Kane's position is hopelessly illogical.
He was on most intimate and affectionate terms with
the mother and the two girls, although if words have
any meaning he thought them to be swindlers living

yc